
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 7-Day Paris - Montargis Bike & Barge Tour 
July 7-14, 2018 

Total Cost: $1,750 (Transportation to and from  Special International Cancellation Policy: 
Europe not included) Before 1/15/18: Refund all but $100 

Deposit: $1000 (paid at time of registration) Between 1/16-3/15/18: $1,000 cancellation fee un- 
Final Payment: $750 due by 1/15/18  less tour is full and your spot is filled, then $100 
Rider Limit: 18 – NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS! After 3/16/18: Loss of total fee unless tour is full and  
Tour Leaders: Ralph Nussbaum & Francien van der Lee  your spot is filled, then $100 cancellation fee 
Tour Rating: Easy/Intermediate  

  WE STRONGLY ADVISE YOU PURCHASE TRIP INSURANCE! 

 
BRIEF OVERVIEW: 
After running two very successful Bike and Barge Tours in Holland in 2014 and again in 2017, Ralph & Carol 
are branching out. This is the second of two 2018 Bike and Barge Tours in France. Francien, who we got to 
know in 2014 will again be our outstanding guide. She has now led 5 tours for us and she has picked out this 
wonderful tour in France.  Both of these tours are limited to only 18 participants (plus Ralph & Carol), as that 
is all the Fleur, our floating barge hotel will hold.  

This tour starts right in the heart of Paris, where you find the Fleur not far from the Notre Dame. We follow 
the Seine in southerly (upstream) direction. This region has a rich, royal history and the castle of 
Fontainebleau is a magnificent example of this past. Just as impressive are the royal gardens, which the 
French kings had their royal architects lay out for them. The perfectly symmetrical gardens are a fine 
example.  We cruise the woods of Fontainebleau heading for the artists’ village Barbizon.  From there we 
follow the Seine up to Moret-sur-Loing, a cozy village on the banks of the Loing. From there we follow the 
canal du centre to the beautiful medieval towns Ferrieres and Chateau-Landon. Our final destination is 
Montargis, a picturesque town with beautiful little canals. 

THE BARGE:  
The Fleur is a comfortable passenger barge with a charming appearance. She is 128 feet long and 16 feet 
wide and is tailor-made to the narrow French channels and locks. The cabins are small compared to a hotel 
room but very practical.  The Fleur is a two-story barge. The saloon, a spacious sitting area, a nice bar and 
a sun deck are on the upper deck. On the lower deck, the Fleur has 10 guest cabins for two persons (no 
bunk beds), all with private shower and toilet as well as a hairdryer and a safe. The barge is fully air-
conditioned. The price for the tour reflects this upgraded barge travelling through France (generally more 
expensive than the Netherlands. (More pictures of the Fleur on the last page.) 

WHAT’S INCLUDED:  
8 days/7 nights, breakfast, packed lunch, 6 x dinner (3 course gourmet), entrance fees to museums and 
other attractions as described in the itinerary. In addition, each of us will have the free use of a high end 11 
speed hybrid bike equipped with a lock and nice pannier, so there is no need to bring your bike with you. 
(We even provide a helmet and water bottle!) 
 

 

COMPLETE ITINERARY ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 

 



DAILY ITINERARY (subject to modification): 

Day 1 - Saturday, July 7: Paris 

 We meet the Fleur (our floating hotel) in Paris, the city of lights.  We 
will be moored right in the middle of the city just a short distance 
from the Notre Dame.  We will have time in the afternoon to do 
some exploring of the city as a group before receiving our welcome 
drink from the crew and before the first of 6 incredible gourmet 
dinners.  After dinner, our guide, Francien, will take us on a walking 
tour of the city. 

Day 2 - Sunday, July 8: Paris - Melun - About 35 km 

While we enjoy breakfast, our barge will cruise through 
the heart of Paris.  What better way to see this beautiful 
city than from a boat on the Seine River?  After lunch, 
the bike tour starts from the lock of Evry, following the 
Seine for a while. The final destination of our day’s tour 
is Melun, a town which is known as ‘le domaine des 
reines blanches’, because in former years it used to be 
the residence of the widows of the French kings.  
Meledunum, as it was called by the ancient Gauls,  the 
Romans noted Melun as "a town of the Senones, 
situated on an island in the Seine"; at the island there 
was a wooden bridge, which Caesar had his men  
repair. Roman Meledunum was a mutatio where fresh 

horses were kept available for official couriers on the Roman road south-southeast of Paris, where it 
forded the Seine.  In 845 the Normans sacked it. The castle of Melun later became a royal residence of 
the Capetian kings.  Again, Francien will take us on an evening walk through this very historical town. 

Day 3 – Monday, July 9: Melun – Moret-sur-Loing - About 35 km 

Today we bike through the wonderful forests of Fontainebleau. 
First destination is the artistic village of Barbizon, where since the 
first half of the 19th century many painters have found their 
inspiration. At the time, a group of landscape painters formed the 
‘school of Barbizon’. We will visit the local museum. After this, we 
continue our tour to the palace of Fontainebleau, much favored 
by the French kings, because of its beautiful grounds and forests 

offering opportunities for royal hunts. 
In the castle itself there is a museum 
about Napoleon, among other things. 
Fontainebleau is also a pleasant town 
to explore. We find the Fleur again in 
Moret-sur-Loing, a charming 
mediaeval fortified town, strategically 
situated on the banks of the Loing, 

where painter Sisley found inspiration for his beautiful impressionist paintings. 

 Day 4 - Tuesday, July 10: Moret-sur-Loing – Nemours – About 45 km 

 Leaving the Seine Valley we explore the valley of the Loing and visit Grez-sur-Loing. In the town hall of 
Bourron-Marlotte we can admire magnificent impressionist paintings. We meet the Fleur again in Nemours. 
There we will visit the old castle and perhaps the prehistoric museum of the Ile-de-France region.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_road


Day 5 – Wednesday June, 11: Nemours – Néronville - About 40 km 

Again, while eating breakfast, we cruise down the Canal 
du Loing.   We will then ride through some beautiful 
wooded areas with rugged rocks.  Today’s highlight is 
the sculpture garden Jardin Bourdelle.  Our final 
destination where we find the Fleur is in the rural village 
of Néronville. 

Day 6 – Thursday, July 12: Néronville – Montargis - 
About 35 km 

Today we start in Chateau-Landon, a beautifully situated 
town, where we visit the Abbey of St.-Severin which 
dates from the 13th century. Our bike tour goes to the 
mediaeval town of Ferrieres with its old town center, 

which has been preserved beautifully. And in the middle of the narrow streets we find a splendid 
monastery. 

The final destination of the day is Montargis, with its 15,000 
inhabitants the biggest town of the Loiret after Orléans. 
Unfortunately, this former royal residence was destroyed by 
fire in the 16th century. But the canals are still there. They 
are decorated with lots of flowers and give the town a lot of 
charm. 

Our wonderful crew also deserves a night off, so there is no 
dinner on board. You can select one of the many 
outstanding restaurants of Montargis. 

Day 7 – Friday, July 13: Montargis – About 45 km 

From Montargis we bike along the l’Ouanne by bike to Château-Renard, where we can visit the ruins of 
a castle from the 10th century. We will also visit an Apiculture’s Living Museum. There you can see 
beekeepers and their bees at work, and you’ll be able to sample their delicious honey. 

Day 8 Saturday, July 14: Montargis 

 After enjoying our final breakfast on board the Fleur it will be time to head our separate ways!  Paris is 
only a short 90-minute train ride away. There are 23 trains every day between Montargis and Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE PICTURES OF THE FLEUR ON THE NEXT PAGE 
  



 

 

 

 


